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• European Association of Geographers 

• Legally based in Belgium 

• International NGO – established 1979 by the European Commission to 
network geographers 

• A professional association for geographers, geo- scientists and related areas 

• Developed further by the HERODOT (Bologna Process) Network for higher 
education in Europe 

• Participatory Status, Council of Europe, 1989

• Special Consultative Status at United Nations, 2017



Advance the status of geography: 

• Organise events / activities for members 

• Produce publications 

• Support geographers 

• Identify and promote good practise 

• Research, give advice on geography 

• Lobby at national and international levels 

• Make recommendations on policies 



Partnerships

• INTERNATIONAL GEOGRAPHICAL UNION

• SEAGA

• AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF GEOGRAPHERS

• GEOTECH CENTER

• NATIONAL GEOGRAPHICAL ASSOCIATIONS

• EUROPEAN ALLIANCE SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES

• ESRI

• EUGEO/EUROCLIO

• EUROGI

• SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENTS SOLUTIONS NETWORK

• GEOCONNEXION



• Conferences: 32

• Membership: More than 6000 individual; organisations ≈ 300

• Projects ≈ 50

• Publications: EJG, KChG

• Activities, fieldtrips, training

• Academic reputation: IGU, AAG, EASSH

• Lobbing for Geography in Europe and beyond

• Dissemination: newsletters, social media, partnerships

• Awards: Geospatial World Forum; BELMA, EC Success story

Top score: YouthMetre, MYGEO, D3

Our aim: to protect geography and to promote the work of 
geographers

Amazing achievements

these 43 years



	

• Participatory Status, Council of Europe, 1989

• Democracy, Human Rights, Rule of Law

• INGO Conference: Commission on Education and Culture 

• Committee of migrations

• CoE Landscape Convention

• Special Consultative Status at United Nations, 2017

• Commission on Social Development (education)

• UN-Habitat: New urban Agenda

• UN-GGIM

• UNEP



• Democracy, Human Rights, Rule of Law
• INGO Conference: Commission on Education and 

Culture
• Migrations Commitee
• CoE Landscape Convention 



EUROGEO in the Policy arena (SDGs)



EUROGEO in the Policy arena (SDGs)







	

	





		





Thematic Pillars

(Donert, 2009)



COMPETENCES TO HANDLE SPATIAL INFORMATION

COMPETENCE TO REFLECT, APPRAISE AND EVALUATE

COMPETENCE TO ACTIVELY COMMUNICATE AND PARTICIPATE









https://www.eurogeography.eu/projects/

Which competence fits better for different education level/topic?

EUROGEO, GEO-PROJECTS AND 
INNOVATION IN EDUCATION

✓ GEOGRAPHY HIGHER EDUCATION: HERODOT, 
MYGEO, GEOLAND...

✓ GEOGRAPHY SCHOOL EDUCATION: SPACIT, I-
GUESS, DIGITAL-EARTH.EU, SCHOOL ON THE 
CLOUD, GI-LEARNER, GI- PEDAGOGY, D3, 
GEOCAPABILITIES, EVALUE, BIOMAPS, V-GLOBAL, 
GEODEM...

✓ GEOGRAPHY FOR EMPLOYABILITY, VOCATIONAL 
TRAINING, ADULT EDUCATION, NON-FORMAL 
EDUCATION: GEOSKILLS+, YOUTHMETRE, GO-
DIGITAL, SEED... 

✓ INTERNATIONAL AND EUROPEAN EDUCATION: EURO.GEO, 
HERODOT, GEODEM, EVALUE.

✓ DIGITAL GEOGRAPHY EDUCATION AND GEOSPATIAL 
EDUCATION: IGUESS, DIGITAL-EARTH.EU, I-USE, MY STORY MAP, 
SCHOOL ON THE CLOUD, L-CLOUD, D3, GO- DIGITAL, BIOMAPS, 
HUMAN, V-GLOBAL, MYGEO.

✓ SPATIAL THINKING: GI-LEARNER, GI PEDAGOGY.

✓ POWERFUL GEOGRAPHY: GEOCAPABILITES 1, 2 &3, EAT.

✓ SPATIAL CITIZENSHIP, EMPOWERMENT: SPACIT, YOUTHMETRE,

✓ GEOGRAPHICAL EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT: SEACHANGE, SEED, RIDE&SMILE, ONLIFE, 
GEOLAND, SMART VILLAGE, TEACHING THE FUTURE.



5 E’S: GEOGRAPHICAL & 
GEOSPATIAL EDUCATION  FOR 
BRIDGING EUROPEAN CITIZENS

• Enhancing personal development 

• Enabling digital skills

• Empowering youth people

• Engagement, participation for democracy and European citizenship

• Employability (fostering)

(De Miguel, 2020)



7 GEOGRAPHICAL COMPETENCES

• 1. SPATIAL THINKING I. LOCATE
Orientation, location, projections, scales

• 2. SPATIAL THINKING II. PROCESS
Obtaining, processing geographical information, fieldwork, GST

• 3. SPATIAL THINKING I. REPRESENT 
Spatial visualization: text, figures, statistical, cartographical

• 4. GEOGRAPHICAL THINKING AND UNDERSTANDING I. DESCRIBE
Spatial description, geographical patterns and structures in the territory

• 5. GEOGRAPHICAL THINKING AND UNDERSTANDING II. EXPLAIN 
Physical and human systems. Human-environment interactions.
Social and economic processes. Geographical organization and settlements.

• 6. SPATIAL CITIZENSHIP I. INTERPRET (KNOW, APPLY AND REASON)
Critical thinking, global understanding, spatial imbalances, social justice

• 7. SPATIAL CITIZENSHIP I. ACT.
Intervention, engagement, youth empowerment, social participation, SDG’s



(Solem, Stoltman et al., 2018)



(Chang, Kidman et al., 2019)



INTEGRATED FRAMWORK FOR GEOGRAPHY 
EDUCATION: CURRICULUM, COMPETENCES AND 

ASESSMENT

(De Miguel, 2021)



Geography is the most interdisciplinary
subject in school, allowing students to
learn physical and social environment
vocabulary, processing meaningful
statistics, implement scientific methods,
acquire personal and social (territorial)
identity and citizenship, develop cultural
awareness from natural and human
landscapes, etc. Consequently,
geography is the best subject to
promote sustainable development
(goals) education from a comprehensive
approach: economic, social, political and
environmental.



De Miguel, 2019, EJG







YouthMetre: Forward Looking Project

• YouthMetre creates a ‘forward-looking tool’ for youth 
participation

• based on Education, Training & Youth (ETY)

• identifying, testing, developing, assessing new innovative approaches in 
ETY

• innovation in practices and policies for Youth

• Addresses Priority 7: 

• “Using e-participation as an instrument to foster young people's 
empowerment and active participation in democratic life”

• Importance of geospatial information, data and geography education in 
non formal contexts (youth civil society organizations and youth grassroots 
organizations)













Aligning frameworks and pedagogies in school and higher education to the 

Revised Guide to the Role of Standards in Geospatial Information Management 

GEOSPATIAL TECHNOLOGIES AS AN ONLINE RESOURCE FOR ALL
“Geo-Enabling the Global Village: No one should be left behind", the second UNWGIC





MOOC for teachers

 Aim: promoting modernization of
methods and tools for teaching
and learning through the use of GIS

 Online course, favoring the
acquisition of key competences
related to the use of GIS in higher
education courses

 Including examples on use of GIS

Portfolio GIS: Mooc for students

 Aim: fostering the ability of students to
demonstrate the skills acquired in the
use of GIS applications→ labour
market

 Based on what companies want/need

 Each competency→ part of the
MOOC



European mobility

✓ Formalisation of MY GEO MOBILITY training 
methodology students aimed at acquiring GIS 
related skills via international mobility in 
companies

✓ Tested in 2 cycles of each 8 students (2 of 4 univ
each), 
300 h internship in companies of consortium

✓ Contains set key competencies acquired in 
mobility, methodology for ‘on the job’ training, 
and assement





50



Survey for companies

51

72 answers coming from …



Education

Public administration



Cartography and graphic representation

Performance analysis and evaluation

Store technology

SELECT THE THREE SKILLS MORE VALUABLE FOR YOUR COMPANY 



RATE FROM 1 (POORLY RECOMMENDED) TO 5 (STRONGLY RECOMMENDED) 

ACCORDING TO YOUR COMPANY EMPLOYEES PROFILE

Data from GPS, drone…





Questions…?

Comments…?

Thanks so much🤗

rafaelmg@unizar.es


